
Spiritual 
Gifts

“AS EACH HAS RECEIVED A GIFT,

USE IT TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER”

1 PETER 4:10 
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE GOD-GIVEN TALENTS OR

ABILITIES GIVEN TO CHRIST FOLLOWERS BY THE

HOLY SPIRIT TO BUILD UP,  INSPIRE,  AND SUPPORT

THE CHURCH IN FULLING ITS MISSION HERE ON

EARTH: TO MAKE DISCIPLES THROUGHOUT THE

WORLD. THEY ARE GIVEN BY GOD, FOR GOD.
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Definition: Those with the gift of administration tend to naturally guide and direct groups of people toward a God-given
goal by planning, organizing, and supervising others. With this gift, the Holy Spirit enables individuals to manage, direct, and
implement plans to lead others in various ministries of the Church. This gift is quite similar to the gift of leadership, but
administration is more goal or task oriented and is also more concerned with details and organization. Those with the gift
of administration have the special ability to understand and make plans for long-range goals. They are often the planners
within a group and thrive on discovering solutions to problems. Administrators have natural gifts for serving the church in
overseeing and administrative roles, including event planning, managing budget and people, developing strategic
ministries, etc.

Example of Administration Characteristic: Are often leaders and problem-solvers within a group. Enjoy assisting
ministries to become more effective and efficient

Example of Administration Liability: Can view people as “task completers” rather than people and tend to be pushy

Biblical Example: Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses (Exodus 18:17-19, 24) and Gamaliel (Acts 5:34-40)
    

    Administration   

 Definition: Those with the gift of discernment can distinguish, discern, judge, or appraise a person, statement, situation,
or environment by weighing their fruit against Scripture. The Holy Spirit enables those with this gift to naturally distinguish
between truth and error. They also are able to discern the spirits, differentiating between good and evil, right and wrong.
Discerners can clearly recognize and identify the difference between the influence of God, Satan, the world, and the flesh in
a given situation. Discerners are needed within the church to warn believers in times of danger or keep them from being
led astray by false teaching.

Example of Discernment Characteristic: Disciplined and able to determine whether a word attributed to God is
authentic

Example of Discernment Liability: Can be overzealous

Biblical Example: Peter (Acts 5:1-6)
 

    Discernment   

    Evangelism 
Definition: All Christians are called to evangelize and reach out to the lost (Matthew28:18-20), but some are given an extra
measure of faith and effectiveness in this area. Evangelists are given the unique ability by the Holy Spirit to clearly and
effectively communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ to others as Good News. Their hearts are burdened for the lost, and will
go out of their way to share the truth with them. Evangelists are often not afraid of rejection and intentionally engage non-
believers in meaningful conversations about Jesus. Because their gift allows them to communicate with all types of people,
they tend to receive a more significant response to the message of salvation through Jesus Christ. They continually seek out
relationships with those who don't know Jesus and are open to the leading of the Holy Spirit to approach people who are
different from them.

Example of Evangelism Characteristic: Tend to be more tolerant and upfront. Naturally seek out opportunities to talk
to unbelievers about spiritual matters

Example of Evangelism Liability: Can be motivated by guilt at times and can be impatient

Biblical Example: Paul (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)
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Definition: The spiritual gift of exhortation is often called the "gift of encouragement." Those with the gift of exhortation
often and passionately remind those around them of the powerful and excellent work of God. Exhorters can use their gift
to serve others in the church by strengthening and encouraging those who are wavering in their faith. Those with the gift of
exhortation can uplift and motivate others and challenge and rebuke them for fostering spiritual growth and action. They
desire to help others reach their full potential through encouraging, challenging, comforting and guiding. Exhortation is the
God-given enablement to present truth to strengthen those who are discouraged or wavering in their faith. Exhorters
desire to see everyone in the church continually building up the body of Christ and glorifying God.

Example of Exhortation Characteristic: Come to the side of weak spirits to strengthen them. They challenge or
confront others to trust and hope in the promises of God

Example of Exhortation Liability: Can be unrealistic, may encourage others to serve with rules rather than principles

Biblical Example: Barnabas (Acts 4:36-37)

 Exhortation 

Definition: People with the gift of faith have such tremendous confidence in the power and promises of God that they can
stand firm in their belief, no matter what may try to shake them. Their actions often reflect their unwavering belief in God's
power and promises to accomplish His will and purpose. Those with the gift of faith exhibit confidence, certainty, trust, and
assurance in the goodness of the Lord. The gift of faith is rooted in one's saving faith in Christ and the trust that comes
through a close relationship with the Savior. Those with this gift have trust and confidence in God, allowing them to live
boldly for Him and manifest that faith in mighty ways. In the Bible, the gift of faith is often accompanied by great works  of
faith. The Holy Spirit distributes this gift in the church to encourage and build up the church in their confidence in God.
Those with the gift of faith trust that God is sovereign and He is good. They take Him at His Word and put the full weight of
their lives in His hands. They expect God to move and are not surprised when He answers a prayer or performs a miracle.

Example of Faith Characteristic: Trust God in all aspects of life. They believe the promises of God and inspire others to
do the same.

Example of Faith Liability: Can be stubborn and impatient with others.

Biblical Example: Hebrews 11:1-40

 

    Faith   

 Helps
Definition: Those with the gift of helps unselfishly support or assist members of the body of Christ so that they may be
free to use their gifts to minister to others. Helpers are glad to work and serve behind the scenes so that God's work may
be accomplished. Helpers may desire to serve the church in a supporting role or invest their talents in the life and ministry
of other body members, enabling them to increase their effectiveness. Those with this gift can accomplish practical and
necessary tasks which free up, support and meet the needs of others.

Example of Helps Characteristic: Naturally serve behind the scenes whenever needed to support the gifts and
ministries of others (without having to be asked). They sense God's purpose and pleasure in meeting everyday
responsibilities.

Example of Helps Liability: They may have difficulty saying “no” when asked to help and may quickly become over
extended physically and/or emotionally.

Biblical Example: Phoebe (Romans 16:1-2)     4



Definition: Those with the gift of giving naturally recognize God's blessings and respond to those blessings by generously,
sacrificially, and cheerfully sharing their resources (time, talent, and financial means) without expecting anything in return.
Givers can use their gift to serve within the church by meeting the various needs of the church and its ministries,
missionaries, or of people who do not have the means to provide fully for themselves. The goal of givers is to encourage
and provide, reflecting all credit to God's love and provision. Those with this gift love to share with others the overflow of
blessings God has given them. They recognize and believe that God has and always will take care of their needs. They tend
to be very hospitable and will seek out ways and opportunities to help others. Givers are also excellent stewards and will
often adjust their lifestyles to give more to the spread of the Gospel and the care of the needy. They are grateful when
someone shares a need with them and are always joyful when meeting that need.

Example of Giving Characteristic: Generous in all aspects of life and cheerfully provide resources, fully trusting God for
His provision.

Example of Giving Liability: Can lack awareness and tend to be unprepared to receive generosity from others

Biblical Example: The Widow (Luke 21:1-4)

 Giving 

Definition: Those with the gift of knowledge have a natural understanding of the things in this world and our lives founded
in the Gospel and rooted in the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit grants those with this gift an exceptional understanding of the
great truths of God's Word and how to make them relevant to specific situations in the body of Christ. It also includes the
desire to seek out and learn as much about the Bible and the gathering of information and analysis of data. The Holy Spirit
gives this gift to some believers to bring about understanding and inform the      church or individual believers. Those with
this gift are usually well-versed in the Scriptures and often have much committed to memory. They can retain the truth and
communicate it effectively at the appropriate times. The gift of knowledge allows a believer to relate the Scriptures, and
particularly the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to all aspects of life in this world. They can see how it connects to every situation and
circumstance and how the reality and truth of the Gospel is to inform every decision a Christian makes.

Example of Prophecy Characteristic: See truth that others often fail to see and challenge them to respond. They are
convicting and consistent.

Example of Prophecy Liability: Can be insensitive and may be judgmental

Biblical Example: Paul (Galatians 2:11), Philip’s four daughters (Acts 21:9)

    Knowledge   
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Definition: Pastoring/shepherding is the God-given ability to assume long-term personal responsibility for leadership and
the spiritual care, protection, guidance, and feeding (teaching) of a group of believers. Those with this gift can nurture, care
for, and guide people toward ongoing spiritual maturity and becoming like Christ. They exude vision, patience, guidance,
appeal, and care. Pastors are first and foremost servants. They are servants of God and servants of the church. By grace,
they are able to serve the needs of an entire community. The pastor's goal is to reveal the glory of God in Christ by the
power of the Holy Spirit to people who need God's grace for life. The primary way the pastor will do this is by teaching the
Word of God. The Holy Spirit gives the spiritual gift of pastor to some in the church to humbly teach them, guide them,
protect them, and lead them in the mission that God has for His church, namely the Great Commission. The role of a
pastor is one of humility and service as he is reminded daily of his overwhelming need for God's grace for the task at hand.

Example of Pastor/Shepherd Characteristic: Provide Spiritual nourishment. They lead and protect those within their
span of care.

Example of Pastor/Shepherd Liability: Can have a difficult time saying "no." May neglect their families and even
themselves.

Biblical Example: Paul (Romans)

Pastor 

Definition: Teaching is the God-given ability to explain the truths of the Word of God clearly and to apply them effectively
so that those taught understand and learn. They instruct others in the Bible logically and systematically to communicate
pertinent information for proper understanding and growth. Those with this gift can understand, clearly explain, and apply
the Word of God, resulting in a greater Christ-likeness in the lives of listeners. Those with the spiritual gift of teaching love
to study the Word of God for extended periods. They consume the Scriptures as food for their hearts, souls, and minds
with the expressed purpose of knowing Him and making Him known to others. Teachers are aware of what those listening
need to hear and are able and willing to dig around the scriptures and pull out gems and nuggets that fit the situation. They
take great joy and satisfaction in seeing others learn and apply the truth of God's Word to their lives. Without this gift, the
church would quickly fall into error and sin. Teachers are there to make sure that doesn't happen. They hate when
Scripture is abused and used out of context or with ill intent. They love the truth and speak the truth in love. They will never
hide or withhold it. They desire to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, who taught in the synagogues, the Temple, and anywhere
people would gather. They are called to demonstrate God's love while revealing His truth to the world without fear. The
effect of their ministry is the upholding of God's Word and the growth and maturity of believers until the day of His return.

Example of Teaching Characteristic: Love learning and research and are firm in their position. Example of Teaching
Liability: Can be overly critical and tend to put too much expectation on others Biblical Example: Timothy (1 Timothy 2:7)

Example of Teaching Liability: Can be overly critical and tend to put too much expectation on others Biblical Example:
Timothy (1 Timothy 2:7)

Biblical Example: Timothy (1 Timothy 2:7)

 Teaching   
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Definition: Through the Holy Spirit, those with the gift of service can fill the many gaps of ministry and meet the church's
needs as it seeks to fulfill the Great Commission. Servants are able to identify the unmet needs of the body of Christ and
use available resources to get the job done. Because of this, the church is continually edified and is able to see beyond its
own needs and reach out into the community. Those with the gift of service are committed to the spread of the Gospel.
They serve in ways that benefit others with different gifts and ministries that are more public. They have a heart devoted to
Jesus and a desire to follow His command and example in everything they do. Those with this gift love to help out and do
not seek recognition or a position in the spotlight. They are content with serving in the background, knowing that their
contribution will bless the church, display the love of Christ to the world, and bring glory to God.

Example of Service Characteristic: Strong work ethic and are resourceful with their means 

Example of Service Liability: May neglect family to serve others and tend to micromanage others.

Biblical Example: Anna (Luke 10:38-42

Service 

Definition: Those with the gift of wisdom can sort through opinions, facts, and thoughts to determine what solution would
be best for another believer or the community of believers. They have the God-given ability to apply knowledge to life in
such a way as to make spiritual truths quite relevant and practical in proper decision-making and daily life situations. Those
with the gift of wisdom can serve by imparting truth and understanding among believers. They may also invoke a response
of holiness and worship lived out in the world and amongst God's people through the Holy Spirit. Wisdom doesn't end with
knowledge but is expressed in transformed hearts and lives. Those with the gift of wisdom have a deep understanding of
God's holiness and the lack of holiness in their hearts. They can recognize this in others and have the compassion and
boldness to share that truth with them. They are able to take from their own life experiences and share what God has
taught them through those things. They can easily recognize where a decision or action may lead and can warn against
those that may be harmful or unfruitful. Those with this gift can often discern through the confusion of a situation and can
give direction that would help an individual or group obtain a God-glorifying goal. The church needs those with the spiritual
gift of wisdom to guide her through uncertain or complex times.

Example of Wisdom Characteristic: Apply Spiritual knowledge in a practical way. They are able to focus on unseen
consequences in determining the next steps to take

Example of Wisdom Liability: Can offer their own opinion too much and may become prideful

Biblical Example: Solomon (Proverbs), Daniel (Daniel)

Wisdom  
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Spiritual Gifts scripture references: 

I Peter 4:10-11 says, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:
whoever speaks, as one who speaks of oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies-in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.”

Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.”

1 Corinthians 7:7 “I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift,
another has that.”

Romans 12:6-8 “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage,
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it
cheerfully.”

Ephesians 4:11 “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers,” 

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 “To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one
Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another
speaking in different kinds of tongues,[a] and to still another the interpretation of tongues.”

Romans 12:3-8 “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of
you. For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function,
so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts,
according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it
is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then
give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.”
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